
Portland, OR | August 24, 2026

For Immediate Release

1
Media@Oregonsteelmills.com

Oregon Steel Mills Forms Advisory Board, Names Decorated 
Military Leaders as First Members

Retired U.S. Army Major General John F. Wharton and Retired U.S. Navy Rear Admiral 
Ryan Scholl Are the First Members of Oregon Steel’s New Advisory Board, Reinforcing 

the Company’s Continued Commitment to Supporting National Security Needs

For more than a Century, the Mill at Oregon Steel has Supplied Steel Supporting Critical 
U.S. Infrastructure and National Defense

Portland, OR, August 24, 2026 — Oregon Steel Mills today announced the formation of its 
Advisory Board and named two decorated military leaders as its first members: retired U.S. 
Army Major General John F. Wharton and retired U.S. Navy Rear Admiral Ryan Scholl. The 
advisory board will counsel Oregon Steel Mills leadership on national security priorities, defense 
technology, and the company’s role as a domestic supplier to the U.S. military. Its formation 
reinforces Oregon Steel Mills’ steadfast commitment to strengthening our nation's defense and 
providing the American military with the highest quality steel plate and armor plate in the 
industry. Since the 1920s, the mill at Oregon Steel has produced steel plate used in bridges, 
ships, heavy equipment, armor plate, and other applications supporting America’s military.

General Wharton and Admiral Scholl bring a combined seven decades of distinguished military 
service and deep expertise spanning national security, defense technology, and large-scale 
industrial and operational leadership. The formation of the advisory board comes as Oregon 
Steel Mills continues to expand its role as a critical domestic supplier of steel and armor plate to 
the U.S. military and its allies.

“We feel incredibly honored General Wharton and Admiral Scholl have agreed to serve as the 
first members of our advisory board and help strengthen our efforts to support the men and 
women who defend the very freedoms we all hold dear,” said Oregon Steel Mills President 
Doyle Hopper. “Their decades of experience and leadership will advance our ability to deliver 
the highest quality steel and armor plate to meet the ever-evolving needs of our armed forces. 
We are the only plate producer of armor and non-armor west of the Rockies. We take our 
responsibility extremely seriously and will continue to support military readiness and 
modernization of American defense capabilities through our domestic production. With the 
advisory board’s guidance and ability to drive innovation, we will continue producing the steel 
that keeps America safe.”
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Located on the banks of the Willamette River in Portland, Oregon Steel Mills delivers high-
performance steel plate and coil that powers progress across North America. Oregon Steel 
products are trusted where strength, precision, and reliability matter most, serving customers 
across the infrastructure, energy, transportation, defense, and manufacturing sectors.

The mill at Oregon Steel continues to advance its steelmaking capabilities and is now qualified 
to produce HY-80 and HY-100 specialty steel grades, making the facility the only U.S. producer 
of light gauge HY materials used in the submarine industrial base. This unique capability 
strengthens America's domestic industrial base and supports the U.S. Navy's critical 
shipbuilding and national security priorities.

About Major General John F. Wharton (Ret.)

Major General John F. Wharton (Ret.) brings more than three decades 
of service to our country and deep industry expertise across national 
security, defense technology, and large-scale operational leadership.

Today, Wharton leads an active portfolio of advisory and leadership 
roles at the intersection of defense, security, and public service and 
advises many U.S. Government Departments and Agencies.

He has held three global General Officer commands focused on the industrial and technology 
bases of the Army and joint forces. In addition, he served as Chief of Staff of Army Materiel 
Command. In his final assignment he was Commanding General (CEO) of the U.S. Army 
Research, Development and Engineering Command, Wharton led nearly 14,000 scientists, 
engineers, and support personnel across more than 100 global locations, overseeing 75% of the 
Army's R&D budget and winning five of seven Presidential National Manufacturing Innovation 
Institutes.

Wharton holds a B.S. in General Engineering from the U.S. Military Academy at West Point and 
a Master's degree in National Security and Strategic Studies from the U.S. Naval War College. 
He commanded units in Afghanistan, Iraq, Kuwait, Korea, Germany, and the Sinai.
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About Rear Admiral Ryan Scholl (Ret.)

U.S. Navy Rear Admiral Ryan Scholl (Ret.) brings 36 years of service 
to our country, with operational depth across nuclear, aviation, 
maritime, and space industries.

As Executive Vice President of Defense at Kraken Technology U.S., 
Scholl leads the company's U.S. defense vertical, overseeing 
government relations, business development, and program execution 
across U.S. markets. Scholl remains active in emerging defense 
technology as a director and advisor.

A former F/A-18 fighter pilot and Blue Angels demonstration pilot, Scholl has logged more than 
4,000 flight hours and 964 arrested landings across combat and operational tours supporting 
missions in Iraq, Afghanistan, and Bosnia-Herzegovina. He completed five command tours, 
seven C-suite-equivalent roles, oversight of 7,500 personnel, and management of budgets 
exceeding $4 billion. Scholl’s last active role was serving as Deputy Director of the Defense 
Threat Reduction Agency.

Scholl holds a degree in Electrical Engineering and Computer Science from Princeton University 
and a Master of Arts in National Security and Strategic Studies from the U.S. Naval War 
College. He is also a graduate of the Joint Staff College and the Navy Nuclear Power Program.

###

Media Contact Media@oregonsteelmills.com

ABOUT OREGON STEEL MILLS
Oregon Steel Mills is the leading producer of steel plate in the Western United States and has served the 
Pacific Northwest for more than 80 years. Located on the banks of the Willamette River in Portland, 
Oregon Steel Mills manufactures more than 500 grades and specifications of plate and coil used across 
North America. As the region's only plate mill, Oregon Steel Mills provides essential material for 
infrastructure, transportation, energy, marine, defense, and industrial applications, reinforcing the 
resilience of U.S. supply chains and supporting high-quality American jobs.


